MAPEMBAZH

210 mAaiolo tou €pyou tou Néou AleBvoucg AgpoAipéva HpakAsiou otov Addo Mamoupa, n
avaokadikr €psuva €depe 0T0 PwG ULo €EALPETIKA OMAVIA KUKALKA KOTOOKEUN TWV
TIPOLOTOPLKWV/ULVWIKWY XpOvwV, Stapétpou 48-50 W., mou amoteAel povadikr avakdAuvyn
otov Alyalokd xwpo. MPOKeLTaL yla apyLtektovnua UPnAnG KOTOOKEUAOTIKNG akpifelog pe
efwteplkny S1apBpwon evaAAnAwv ABOKTIOTWY SakTUAiwv og SLaPOPETIKA UPOUETPIKA
enineda kat pe «SadaAwdec-AaBuplvOwdeg» ECWTEPLKO.

H 6An kataokeun polmoBETel oUVOETN yvwon SOULKAG TIPAKTLIKAG, TTOU uTEPBaivel Ta PEXPL
onuepa dedopéva yla tnv Kpntn tg 3nc xletiag m.X., ‘Exel aveyepBel o mepilomtn Béon
otnv Kopudr tou Addou Kol gAEyXEL OTTIKA OAn tnv medldda KaoteAiou, Ta AaclBuwtika
opn, TG kopudoypaupéG tou MNouyxta ota SUTIKA Kal Tou Kodlva ota voTLa, Yyeyovog Tou
UTIOSNAWVEL TN PeyaAn ormoudaldtnTa ToU Pvnueiou.

To avookadplkd Sedopéva HapTUPOUV Xpron omd Tn HWVWLKA TIPOOVAKTOPLK €W TNV
maAatoavoktoplkn nepiodo (3200 — 1800 1.X.) KoL HEPLKN EMAVAXPNON OTO apPXAikd Xpovia
(70¢ aL. m.X.). EKTog and tnv AaBuplvBoeldr] KATaokeur) otnv kopudr), ota mpavr tou Adodou
UTIAPXOUV apXaio HOVOTIATL, ULVWLKO KTNPLOKO CUYKPOTNUA Kol AQTPEUTIKO omnAato. H
MPWTN avayvwon Twv 6eSouévwv UTIOSEIKVUEL TEAETOUPYLKN KOl KOLVWVIKO-OpNOKEUTIKN
Xpnon tou pvnueiou. Avapdifola mPOKeLTAL LA TPWTOYVWPO KOLVOTLKO £pyo TPOPBOANRG TwV
TOTILKWV KOLVOTNTWV.

H mpoBeon tng Saxelplotplag etaipeiag «Alebvic AspoAlpévag HpakAeiou Kpatng» va
gykataotnosl ta padloBondniuata tou véou aspodpopiov otnv Mamovpa (pavidp UYPoug
Sekadwv PETPpWY, MUPYOUG eAEyXoU Kal AAAa BonBNTIKA KTrpla) pe EKTEVEIC SLapopdWOoELg
KOl TOMEWVWOELG Tou Addou Ba BAael avenavopbwta To pvnueio kat tov meplpaiiovra
XWwpo, SlatapAdooovtag TNV AppnKTn oxéon mou ta cuvdEel, apafialovrag katddwpa Tig
Slatagelg tou apyotoloyikol vopou 4858/2021 kot KataotpEdpovtag TV aubevTikOTNTO TOU
TIOALTLOTIKOU TOTiOU, OMWG aUTO avadépetal ot Slebveic cuppaocelg mouv Seopelouv TV
EA\aSa.

Elval autovonto ot kabwg n épeuva dev €xel akoun mepatwbel, dev emitpénetal, ano
ndwn kat vouwkr amoyn, va maipvovtal olecdbnmote amodpdoelc ywa tv TUXN TOU
onoubaiou Addou Mamolpa Tou onuaivouv TNV Tameivworn tou kat tnv PAABN Twv
pvnueiwy mou neptAapBavel.

O XUMoyog EMAvwv ApyxaloAoywv, To TOTUkO Moapdptnua KpAtng kot oOAol oootl
gpyolOpaote yla TN owtnpia, epunveio kat avadelen twv opxoiwv HvNUEiwY Kot
umoypddoupe TtV Tapovuca Slapaptupia, KATASWKAIOUUE TNV ETUXEPOUVUEVN TIANPN
umoBabuon kat kot ouciav katactpodry autol tou eUPAnUATIKOU pvnueiou yua tnv
TIOALTLOTIKA KAnpovopLld tng Kpntng kat 6Ang tng EAAASag, kot {ntolpe 6Aog o Aodog, we
TEPLEXWV €va pvnueio peilovog onpaociog va peivel eAelBepog mavtaxoBev, avéyyLytog ano
orowadnmote dueon n €upeon PAAPn kot va Bwpakiotel pe tnv uPnAotepn Beopikn
npootacia.



INTERVENTION

The excavation on Papoura Hill, carried out during the construction of the New Heraklion
International Airport, has revealed an exceptionally rare circular structure with a diameter of
48-50 m, a unique discovery in the Aegean. It is an extremely precisely constructed work of
architecture, featuring a labyrinthine arrangement of successive stone rings set at different
heights. Its construction as a whole presupposes an advanced understanding of geometry,
overturning our current knowledge of Crete in the 3rd millennium BC. The monument’s
importance is indicated by the fact that it has been erected in a prominent position on the
hilltop, overlooking the whole of the Kastelli plain, the Lasithi Mountains, Mt Juktas, and Mt
Kophinas to the south.

The excavation data indicate that it was used from the Minoan Prepalatial to the
Protopalatial period (3200-1800 BC) and reused in Archaic times (7th c. BC). Besides the
labyrinthine structure on the hilltop, there is an ancient path, a Minoan building complex
and a sacred cave on the slopes. A first reading of the data suggests ritual and socio-
religious use of the monument. It is certainly an unprecedented community project.

The «Heraklion International Airport of Crete» management company intends to install the
radio navigation facilities of the new airport (over-height radar, control towers and auxiliary
buildings) on Papoura Hill, with extensive reconfiguration and levelling of the hill. This will
cause irreversible damage to the monument itself and the surrounding area, disrupting the
vital relationship between the two, violating flagrantly the provisions of the Greek
Archaeological Law 4858/2021 and destroying the authenticity of the cultural landscape, as
it is mentioned in the international conventions binding Greece.

It is self-evident that, given that the investigation has not yet been completed, it is morally
and legally unacceptable for any decisions to be made on the fate of the important Papoura
Hill which would devalue it and damage the monuments to which it is home.

The Association of Greek Archaeologists, the local Crete Branch and all of us who fight for
the preservation, interpretation and promotion of the ancient monuments and sign this
letter of protest, condemn the attempted complete degradation and, in fact, destruction of
this iconic monument, a unique landmark in the cultural heritage of Crete and indeed the
whole of Greece, and we ask that the whole hill, as the site of a monument of major
significance, must be left entirely free and untouched by any direct or indirect damage and
to be declared as an archaeological site demanding protection of the highest level.
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