
ΣΕΚΜΗΡΙΩ΢Η ΓΙΑ ΣΗΝ ΑΠΟΔΟΧΗ ΠΡΟΪΟΝΣΩΝ ΕΓΚΛΗΜΑΣΟ΢ 

ΠΑΡΑΝΟΜΗ΢ ΔΙΑΚΙΝΗ΢Η ΑΠΟ ΣΟΝ LEONARD STERN 

Έθζεζε Masterieces of Cycladic Art ζηελ Merrin Gallery (8/3 -12/4/1990). Από ηνλ 

θαηάινγν ηεο έθζεζεο πνπ θέξεη ηνλ ηίηιν «Masterpieces of Cycladic Art from 

private collections, museums and the Merrin Gallery» αληινύκε ηελ πιεξνθνξία όηη ν 

ζπιιέθηεο Harmon Fine Arts (Leonard Stern) ζπκκεηείρε κε αληηθείκελα από ηελ 

πξνζσπηθή ηνπ ζπιινγή. Σηνλ πξναλαθεξόκελν θαηάινγν εκθαλίδνληαη ζπλνιηθά 

ελλέα (9) αληηθείκελα, από ηα νπνία επηά (7) ζπκπεξηιακβάλνληαη ζηα 161 ηεο 

Σπκθσλίαο Stern:  

ΚΑΤΑΛΟΓΟΣ 

ΔΚΘΔΣΗΣ  

 ΣΥΛΛΟΓΗ ΣΤΔΡΝ 161 αξραηνηήησλ 

Νν 7 ηνπ θαηαιόγνπ ---------- 

λν 10 Stern 121 

No 11 Stern 82 

No 12 Stern 85 

No 13 Stern 105 

No 20 Stern 113 

No 24 Stern 111 

No 26 Stern 118 

No 27 ------------- 

  

To No 27 ηνπ θαηαιόγνπ «Ειδώλιο ΢αρδηνίας» Sardinian Idol (θσην Β - the Ozieri 

Culture idol, also known as the Turriga Mother Goddess figure), ην νπνίν 

θαηαζρέζεθε ζηελ ππόζεζε Michael Steinhardt, είναι ασηό ποσ ζσνδέει ηον Stern 

με ηην παράνομη διακίνηζη. Σην Statement of Facts πνπ εθδόζεθε από ηελ 

Δηζαγγειία ηεο ΝΥ (District Attorney New York County 6.12.2021 –απνζηέιιεηαη 

ζπλεκκέλν) αλαθέξεηαη αλαιπηηθά ην ηεθκεξησκέλν ηζηνξηθό ηεο δηαθίλεζεο ηνπ 

εηδσιίνπ από ην 1989 έσο ζήκεξα (απνδόζεθε ζηελ Ιηαιία). Η απόδεημε ηεο 

παξάλνκεο δηαθίλεζεο βαζίζηεθε ζε θσηνγξαθία ηνπ αληηθεηκέλνπ κε ίρλε ηεο 

ιαζξαλαζθαθήο πξηλ ηελ ζπληήξεζε, ζπαζκέλν ζε 6 θνκκάηηα (θσην Α) θαη ζε 

κήλπκα ειεθηξνληθνύ ηαρπδξνκείνπ επίζεο από ην αξρείν Medici όπνπ ελεκεξώλεηαη 

ν Symes γηα ηελ αλαθάιπςε. Τν εηδώιην πέξαζε από ηα ρέξηα ηνπ Stern θαη, κεηα από 

αγνξαπσιεζίεο, θαηέιεμε ην 2015 λα πσιείηαη από ηνλ Steinhardt ζε Γεκνπξαζία 



ησλ Christie’s 
1
. Σηε θσην Γ θαίλεηαη ην εηδώιην θαηά ηελ ηειεηή επαλαπαηξηζκνύ, 

κεηαμύ ησλ αληηθεηκέλσλ πνπ θαηαζρέζεθαλ.
2
 

 

                                                                                                

Φσην Α από ην Αξρείν Medici 
3
                         Φσην Β , θαηάινγνο έθζεζεο λν 27  

                                                           
1
 https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-5865391  Γεκνπξαζία λν 3403, 11.12.2014, Lot 85. Η 

θσην ηνπ αληηθεηκέλνπ δελ εκθαλίδεηαη πιένλ ζηελ ηζηνζειίδα, δηόηη ην αληηθείκελν 

απνζύξζεθε. Ωο πξνέιεπζε αλαθέξεηαη with Harmon Fine Arts, New York, with The Merrin 

Gallery, New York, 1990 (Masterpieces of Cycladic Art, no. 27). Acquired by the current 

owner, 1997. 
2
 Γειηίν ηύπνπ ηεο Δηζαγγειίαο Ν. Υνξθεο (20.7.2022 θαη 6.9.2022) 

https://www.manhattanda.org/d-a-bragg-returns-142-antiquities-valued-at-nearly-14-

million-to-the-people-of-italy/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=d-

a-bragg-returns-142-antiquities-valued-at-nearly-14-million-to-the-people-of-

italy#:~:text=D.A.-

,Bragg%20Returns%20142%20Antiquities%20Valued%20at%20Nearly,to%20the%20

People%20of%20Italy&text=Manhattan%20District%20Attorney%20Alvin%20L,to%

20the%20people%20of%20Italy   

https://www.manhattanda.org/d-a-bragg-returns-58-stolen-antiquities-to-the-people-

of-italy/ 
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Φσην Γ, επαλαπαηξηζζέληα αληηθείκελα ηεο ππόζεζεο Steinhardt ζηελ Ιηαιία. 

Γηαθξίλεηαη  ην εηδώιην Σαξδελίαο 

     

 

  



 

Το σχετικό απόζπαζκα από ην Statement ηνπ Δηζαγγειέα. 

                                                                                                     Sardinian Idol 

The Sardinian Idol appears in a photograph recovered from the Medici 

Archive, depicting the antiquity cleanly broken into six pieces. See Exhibit 3A. The 

appearance of the Sardinian Idol in a looting photograph from Medici’s Archive is 

dispositive of the Idol’s illegality. Its condition is equally and independently dispositive 

because it is well-known within the law-enforcement and archaeological communities 

that antiquities are often intentionally broken into smaller more easily transportable 

pieces (―orfanelli‖) to facilitate their smuggling prior to restoration. The Sardinian Idol 

was crafted by the Ozieri Culture, an ancient Neolithic civilization in Sardinia, 

between 2500-2000 B.C.E. The object first appeared on the international art 

market in 1989, in the hands of Robin Symes—as will be discussed separately, Symes is a 

notorious London-based dealer who acted as the front-man for traffickers Medici and 

Becchina and who has continued to face criminal investigations in multiple jurisdictions. 

In 1989, Symes sold the Idol (through his shell corporation Xoilan Trader Inc. and 

with no prior provenance) to New York-based Harmon Fine Arts for $480,000. 

In 1990, Harmon Fine Arts sold the Idol to another New York-based dealer, the 

Merrin Gallery, then- owned by Edward and currently-owned by his son, Samuel 

Merrin. Edward Merrin’s conviction for fraudulently inflating the prices of 

antiquities and the many seizures by this Office of antiquities that were trafficked 

through the Merrin Gallery will be discussed in detail separately. In 1993, Merrin Gallery 

sold the Sardinian Idol to Steinhardt for $675,000. In 2014, Steinhardt tried to consign the 

object to Christie’s, and in 2015, Steinhardt tried to consign it      to Merrin Gallery for 

more than $1 million. Neither consignment was successful. See Exhibit 3B for the most 

recent photograph of the Sardinian Idol. No verifiable provenance for the  Sardinian 

Idol prior to the 1989 sale by Symes to Harmon Fine Arts has ever been identified. 

 

 


